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the classic age with the clericism superimposed upon it,
thereby incurring the displeasure of the public censor.
The emperor himself, as well as Metternich, joined in the
official denunciation of the poet. The indignation of the
emperor was all the greater because the poem had appeared
in an almanac dedicated to a Bavarian princess, and the
Munich court had sent to the Austrian government a pro-
test against the laxity of the Vienna censor in permitting
the publication of such anti-Christian sentiments. All the
unsold copies of the almanac were thereupon seized and
the obnoxious pages torn out.

"Unfortunately," wrote Grillparzer, "this measure
failed to attain the desired end. Four hundred complete
copies had already been sent to other countries, and lovers
of prohibited literature and scandal of whatever kind en-
deavored to bring them back at any cost. Those who could
not buy a perfect volume borrowed one and wrote out a
copy of my poem, and as a result nothing from my pen has
ever had such a circulation in my fatherland as this poem,
which, if left unnoticed, would have been thoughtlessly
swallowed by the public with no greater relish than if it
had been so much grass."

As a public official, Grrillparzer was peremptorily sum-
moned by the president of the police to explain his con-
duct. "It would have been easy enough," he wrote, "to
defend myself. The poem had received the imprimatur
of the public censor, and that completely exculpated me
as the author. But that merely meant shifting the respon-
sibility to the shoulders of the censor, in this instance my
friend Schreyvogel, and this was not to be thought of. I
therefore handed the president of the police a memoran-t idyllic nature of our commoned before the curtain, came, and bowed."teinhof" (Starstone Farm, so (jailed
